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Village of Stewart Manor 
MINUTES 

Board of Trustees Work Session 
120 Covert Avenue, Stewart Manor, NY 11530 

Friday, March 11, 2016 6 p.m. 
 

In Attendance: 
Mayor Gerard S. Tangredi  
Deputy Mayor/Trustee Michael Onorato  
Trustee John R. Egan (left 6:40 p.m.) 
Trustee William Grogan  
Trustee M. Carole Schafenberg  
Village Administrator Rosemarie A. Biehayn 
Michael Lombardi, DPW (arrived 6:40 p.m.) 

Audience: none 
Road Engineers on a scheduled basis beginning at 6:45 
p.m. 
6:45 p.m. Anthony Raguseo, Dvirka & Bartilucci 
7:15 p.m. Lou Engineering, Lou Saulino  
7:45 p.m. J.T. Hicks Associates LLC, John Hicks and Kevin 
8:00 p.m. Cameron Engineering, Joe Bouza and Andy Narus  

 
The work session came to order at 6:00 p.m.  It began with a discussion of the Trustees’ proposed changes to the 
Mayor’s February 22, 2016 tentative budget.  The Mayor raised two objections to the salary changes.  He objected to one 
Trustee (Trustee Egan) making more than the other Trustees.  He felt that was an effort to “buy votes”. He also felt that a 
10% overall increase to the DPW staff would look bad.  Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato mentioned that the Mayor had 
budgeted for the Village attorney to receive a 13% increase before the Board made a change.  The Mayor countered that 
there was no change to the hourly rate, only to the total line which is based on hours billed and based on past use.  
 
Trustee Grogan then made a motion to accept the changes to the February 22, 2016 tentative budget, thus creating the 
official tentative budget that will be presented to the public on April 12th. It was seconded by Deputy Mayor/Trustee 
Onorato.  Trustee Egan, Trustee Grogan, Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato, and Trustee Schafenberg voted in favor and 
Mayor Tangredi voted against.  Mayor Tangredi asked that it be noted that he objected to the entire counter to the 
tentative budget and that he would say so in an email to the residents.  The changes made to the February 22, 2016 
tentative budget are as follows: 
 

EXPENSE CHANGES: 
 
Trustee Salaries: Trustee Grogan and Trustee Schafenberg declined the $500 salary increase, (no salary for Deputy 
Mayor/Trustee Onorato remains the same as he has declined his salary) and an additional $500 increase for Trustee 
Egan due to his “senior contribution of years of service to the Village”. 
 
Mayor Salary: Remove $500 increase. 
 
Clerk Office salaries: 3% increase instead of 2% increase for full time office staff (also resulting in a corresponding 1% 
change to the Court and Zoning Board salaries). 
 
Village Attorney lines: Budget for regular attorney services to remain the same as last year, as opposed to a $3,250 
increase (costs just need to be managed). Also remove $4,000 for any possible litigation. Instead increase contingency 
to allow for litigation if needed. 
 
Tax Certiorari: Add $11,000 for a settlement to be paid for a tax certiorari for a commercial property.  
 
Contingency: Increase contingency by $1,750 to $42,750 to allow for additional legal fees and other items that may or 
may not be necessary.  
 
Highway Salary: Provide a flat $7,348.66 salary adjustment to provide salary equity in comparison to surrounding 
municipalities. 
 
Highway Equipment: 1. Put in the full amount of the new street sweeper, $139,060 of which is offset by CHIPS funds 
(previously only the Village’s portion of the payment, less CHIPS funds was budgeted). Tin addition, there was a 
$4,001 miscalculation in the original budget figure that was corrected. Total sweeper cost is $206,404. 2. Reduce 
Parking Lot/Sidewalk Projects to $50,000 (from $75,000) as no specific project is identified. This will compensate for all 
full time salary increases and adjustments. 
 



 

Incorporated Village of Stewart Manor *Meeting of the Board of Trustees *March 11, 2016 

 

Snow Removal: Add in $400 for two $200 food allotments for 24 hour standbys due to weather events, which is the 
same as is budgeted for the Fire Department. 
 
Sanitation Salaries: Each sanitation employee to receive a flat $5,000 salary adjustment in lieu of percentages or step 
increases to provide salary equity in comparison to surrounding municipalities. 
 
Sanitation Retirement: Village portion of annual NYS Retirement payment is adjusted to coincide with salary increases. 
 
Sanitation FICA is adjusted to coincide with salary increases. 
 
Retirement: Village portion of annual NYS Retirement payment is adjusted to coincide with salary increases. 
 
FICA is adjusted to coincide with salary increases. 
 
REVENUE CHANGE: 
 
CHIPS funds to be used for a new street sweeper are added. This purchase is contingent upon NYS DOT approval. 
Order must be placed by July 1st to get sweeper price of $206,404. 

 
There was then a discussion of the date of the Public Hearing for the Budget which is set for Tuesday, April 12, 2016.  
Trustee Grogan noted that Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato cannot attend on that date.  The Mayor would not commit to a 
date other than a Tuesday.   
 
Administrator Biehayn stated that, as instructed by the Board, she offered Darren Merims the position of Parking Meter 
Attendant Part Time to fill in while two employees are on disability.  He accepted the offer.  The Board determined that he 
should earn the same as the lowest paid code enforcer.  If there is ultimately a resignation in this position, then all salaries 
could be revisited.  Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato then brought forth the following resolution which was seconded by 
Trustee Grogan and passed unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A HIRING  
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the Board of Trustees authorizes the hiring of Darren Merims, 251 Elton Road, 
Stewart Manor, NY 11530, to the position of Part Time Parking Meter Attendant, at a salary of $ 12.24 per hour, with 
scheduled hours not to exceed 19 per week, effective immediately.   
 
Trustee Egan left the meeting at this point (6:40 p.m.), as Michael Lombardi was arriving. 
 
Trustee Grogan then brought forth a motion to support the Village of Floral Park in their opposition to the Belmont Casino.  
It did not receive a second after discussion of the topic, so no vote took place.  Administrator Biehayn was asked to 
contact Mayor Tweedy’s office regarding which official he felt was most appropriate to contact for more information on the 
casino. Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato stated that the Mayor should contact that official(s) for state information on the 
project and report back to the Board in two weeks with information.  If information is not received by the two week 
deadline then the Trustees will reassess their position.  Mayor Tangredi stated that he is in full support of the casino. 
 
The Board then began the portion of the meeting where they would meet with each of the four engineers who replied to a 
Request for Proposals sent in September 2015 regarding conducting a survey of the current conditions of the Village 
roads.  They dedicated approximately 20 minutes to each engineer.  The engineers all reviewed their proposals, listing 
what it did and did not include. They also explained the method they would use to do the survey and how long it would 
take.  They replied to specific questions as well with regard to how they would handle certain issues such as ponding, 
cracking, concrete slab replacement and the like.  They appeared as follows: 
 
6:45 p.m. Anthony Raguseo, Dvirka & Bartilucci 
7:15 p.m. Lou Engineering, Lou Saulino  
7:45 p.m. J.T. Hicks Associates LLC, John Hicks and Kevin 
8:00 p.m. Cameron Engineering, Joe Bouza and Andy Narus  
 
It was the general consensus of the engineers that the roads were in generally good condition, but that the survey would 
be needed to identify particular problems and solutions and to develop a road program going forward. 
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Cameron Engineering was the last to leave at 8:25 p.m.  Michael Lombardi also left at that time. 
 
Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato and Trustee Grogan stated that they felt the survey would be a good idea but that no road 
project would be committed to until they evaluated the other capital needs of the Village, including the Village Hall, the 
Pool and the Country Club in addition to the roads. 
 
The various proposals were then briefly reviewed and discussed again.  Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato stated that Dvirka 
and Bartilucci not only provided the lowest cost proposal, but theirs was the only one which would include all of the 
deliverables the Trustees wanted, including a rating map and a cost estimate for future work. 
 
Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato made a motion, seconded by Trustee Grogan that the contract with Dvirka and Bartilucci, 
which came in at the lowest cost be executed.  Trustee Grogan, Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato and Trustee Schafenberg 
voted in favor and Mayor Tangredi vote against.  Trustee Egan was not present. 
 
There being no other business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. upon motion of Trustee 
Schafenberg seconded by Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato and approved unanimously. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rosemarie A. Biehayn 
Village Administrator / Clerk-Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015/16-095 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF STEWART MANOR 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A HIRING  
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the Board of Trustees authorizes the hiring of Darren Merims, 
251 Elton Road, Stewart Manor, NY 11530, to the position of Part Time Parking Meter Attendant, 
at a salary of $ 12.24 per hour, with scheduled hours not to exceed 19 per week, effective 
immediately.   

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato, seconded by Trustee Grogan, that the 

above Resolution be adopted.  The Board was polled as follows:  

Member     Absent  Aye  Nay  Abstain 

Mayor Tangredi:               X   

Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato:           X 

Trustee Egan:              X 

Trustee Grogan:                     X       

Trustee Schafenberg:        X 

By Order of the Board of Trustees 

Inc. Village of Stewart Manor 

 

Dated: March 11, 2016 

 

ATTEST: ___________________________________________________ 

               Rosemarie A. Biehayn, Village Administrator / Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 
 


