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Village of Stewart Manor 
MINUTES 

Board of Trustees Special Meeting 
120 Covert Avenue, Stewart Manor, NY 11530 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 7:30 p.m. 
 

In Attendance: 
Mayor Gerard S. Tangredi  
Deputy Mayor/Trustee Michael Onorato  
Trustee William Grogan  
Trustee M. Carole Schafenberg  
Village Administrator Rosemarie A. Biehayn 
Absent: Trustee John R. Egan  

NCPD Sgt. Grasek, Patrol Supervisor (left at 8 p.m) 
NCPD Officer Ritter, Night Post Supervisor (left at 8 
p.m.) 
Audience: four people including Village employees 
Sam Sirignano and Darren Merims (all audience left at 
8 p.m.) 
 

 
The work session came to order at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting was held to discuss the general topic of the 
instances of graffiti in the Village, especially after additional incidences over the past weekend, which included 
a swastika, and thus the involvement of the NCPD Bias Unit. 
 
The Trustees called for the meeting.  Administrator Biehayn invited the NCPD POP Officer, Todd Atkin.  Since 
he was unavailable, he sent two other officers, both of whom are supervisors.  There was a discussion with the 
Officers and Board members on the topic.  The graffiti seems to be unique to Stewart Manor at this point. 
Graffiti is normally handled by the POP Unit, but given the swastika, which constitutes a hate crime, the Bias 
Unit is involved, although it does not appear that the specific house was targeted.  Detective John O’Connor 
has made contact with the Village’s young employees to see if there would be any leads that way and to get 
the word out.  Previously, the POP Unit reached out to the neighboring schools to see if there were any similar 
markings found on student’s belongings or school property.  The schools did not bring about any leads.  The 
patrols in the Village will be increased at this time. Special attention will be paid to the location behind the 
Stewart Manor Country Club and to the vacant house at 2 Lee Court.  The NCPD places importance on these 
issues and asked that residents call them for the smallest of issues so that they can investigate and justify an 
increased presence in the Village.  Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato asked if the officers would be available to 
speak to the entire Village at a future meeting on the topic.  They replied that POP Officer Atkin would be the 
one to ask and to attend.  Trustee Grogan brought up the idea of placing cameras around the Village. The 
Police did not feel this would be effective. Additionally, Trustee Grogan suggested that the police check social 
media for posts on this item.  A resident stated that local retailers should be checked to see if they have 
information on the recent sale of spray paint. 
 
The officers and the members of the public all left at 8:05 p.m.   
 
There was then a discussion regarding communication between the Mayor, the Village Administrator and the 
Trustees. Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato did not agree with the process.  He did not feel that the Mayor and 
Village Administrator communicated properly with the Board on this topic.  He stated that they work together 
and make decisions without the Board’s involvement.  He would have liked this meeting with the NCPD to have 
been a special meeting with all of the residents.  He also felt that a special meeting of the Board should have 
been called for immediately (that night or the next day), prior to any action being taken, including prior to the 
Village email that was sent.  Village Administrator Biehayn replied with the detailed timeline of events, including 
all of the emails she sent to the Board keeping them abreast of the events in detail, advance notification of the 
email sent to the residents and the ability of the NCPD to attend at her request.  She stated that no objections 
to the email or the NCPD invitation were registered by the Trustees.   
 
Different ideas to combat the problem with graffiti were then discussed.  Trustee Grogan will meet with camera 
vendors and report back. Mayor Tangredi will try to repaint two of the signs himself.  Mineola Signs will be 
contacted regarding anti-graffiti spray of some sort rather than plastic coverings.  The residents on the dead 
end of Elton will be contacted to ask them to call 911 if they notice people in the pool lot.  The Trustees 
discussed putting together a leaflet or mailing to the residents on this topic.  Code enforcement will be asked to 
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cover more evenings.  Anker will be contacted to add a LED light on Salisbury between Covert and Carlton and 
to upgrade the light on the Triangle to a LED. Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato asked that the Village evaluate 
several anti-graffiti spray coatings as researched by Chief Skinner. 
 
There being no other business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. upon motion of 
Deputy Mayor/Trustee Onorato seconded by Trustee Grogan and approved unanimously. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rosemarie A. Biehayn 
Village Administrator / Clerk-Treasurer 


